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Kaleidoscope of Cultures

On March 22, local business people and service providers had the opportunity to attend a Kaleidoscope of Cul-
tures - five local immigrants shared their stories of moving to South Central Manitoba. Each of the storytellers
have been in Manitoba for different lengths of time.

Storytellers:

Natalya Shepelyova arrived from Kazakhstan about 6 months ago.

Chang Liu first arrived from China approximately 3 years ago, she has spent time
in China since then.

Angeline Waloh was bornin Liberia and moved to a refugee camp in Ghana.
She was sponsored to come to Canada in 2009.

Ed Rogalsky arrived from Germany over 10 years ago.
Juan Neufeld immigrated from Mexico about 30 years ago.

Many of the storytellers faced similar challenges like finding jobs that fit their qualifications, getting driver’s li-
censes, adjusting to Canadian culture, experiencing homesickness, leaving family behind and learning English.
Attendees heard more than once that people chose to leave good jobs and established lives to move to Canada
for the sake of their children.

After the program, guests were treated to delicious cultural desserts prepared by
Marina Sawazki.
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2011 Census

The week of May 2nd, 2011, all Canadian households will receive a yellow Census package.
Each household is asked to complete and send in its own questionnaire by Tuesday, May 10.
The Census questionnaire can be filled out online through the Statistics Canada website or
on paper and mailed in.

All residents of Canada are included in the Census, including landed immigrants, foreign stu-
dents, visa workers and refugees.

Most households will receive a short questionnaire with basic questions about age, gender
and marital status. One in three households will receive a longer questionnaire with more
detailed questions about education, income and employment.

It is important that everyone fill out the census questionnaire so that local communities and
municipalities can plan for the future with accurate population numbers.

To encourage the newcomer population to fill out the census forms, Statistics Canada has
translated the census questions into 33 languages and local EAL (English as an Additional
Language) teachers have been educating students about the census.

SCIS staff will also be helping newcomers fill out their census forms. More information will
be available in our April Newsletter.

Upcoming Events

Winkler Altona
Citizenship Classes Ladies group coming soon

Conversation Circle

. Morden
Census Form Assistance

Ladies Group Tuesdays
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